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DRPOTT smSTARI OF DOWSE 


EtiVJZCT 1 Swmit «f XatelUgease EiUnIh <* Intervention by 

Chinees Coonunlsto 1 b the Korean War (12 October • 

21* IwMbtr, 1990) • 


In compliance with your oral request, herewith 1« a sneeary of taUutai 
■ifedo by tblo ageney, under ay direction, oo the subject of Chinese Coaewaiet 
intervention in Kona. Than estinetes, except where otherwise noted, bad tfco 
wnraroM of the Intelllg«aea Advisory Ceaelttee which It eonposed of tho 
baado of the intoUlgoaeo agendas of the pa v en a—at. 

1. on 12 October 1950, an estlnate on "Critical Situations la tba 
Far Bast" mi pnpand at tba request of tha President for tba Wake island 
Conference. This oatlaato statedi "fbe Chinees Ccaaunlst ground forces, 
esrreatly lacking requisite air sad nasal support, an capable of intervening 
effectively, but not oeoeseerily decisively, in tbs Korean conflict.*, andt 
■Then are no convincing ladloetions sf an actual Chinese Cowanniet intention 
to resort to full scale intervention in Korea." 

After reviewing the factors favoring, and t ho os opposing, Chinese 
Conaunist intervention, this cctlnete concluded tbati "While full scale 
Chinese Cowuaist intervention in *oree mist bo regarded so a continuing 
possibility, a consideration of ell known factors leads to the conclusion 
that, barring a Soviet decision for global war, such action is not probable 
in 1950. During this period, intervention will probably he confined to 
oentlauod covert aeoietanee to tha north Koreans." 

S 

2. On 20 October, a personal nenoraadun was delivered to the 
President with copies to tho Secretaries of State and Defease, which statedt 
■Sines October 13, there have been indiestlone of a possibility that tho 
Chlaooo Come uni at guvs r awe nt nay inten d to occupy oa area which would secure 
far their use the Suibo hydroelectric plant end other strategic installations 
e« the Korean side of the Korean-Chiaoob border. Soan of t he s e indications 


(1) (This is oeitted because of reasons of source security.) 

i 

(2) (This paregrepb noted the presence of an unusually lores 
needier of fighter alroraft in wanohorla.) 
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(3) (This paragraph contain*d « report _! 

] [that aa important Military conference had been held 

within the last few days In Peiping and a daciaioa aada to taka so— 
«ldUtU7 action in North Kora n with China— Cc—ninlst troooa oroaalna 
tha howkf an lB ->» fw>tAi>.—I —-^_ 


Tha memorandum oeaeluded with tha following paragraph i 

■Tha estimate an possibility of Chinaaa C o—unlit intervention In 
North Koran fusmlahod you Jest prior to your Pacific trip, 11atad aa oat con¬ 
sideration tha probable desire of tha Chinana Ooranannt to control tha 
faydyaclactrii lnatallatlona on tha Korean aida of the Tain Ulnar* It ia 
ponnlKLa that a limited area aaaupation for this purpaaa night ba uadartakan. 
If no. It would most probably ba preosdad or 1—adlstoly followad by a Palping 
aamem—a—nt (perhaps directed .to tha United Nations) that in ardor to protest 
bordellostallationa vital to Manohurism economy, the Chlnaaa Conmuniat foraaa 
had taken over thaaa inatallatiooa ponding stabilisation of tha area. Noah a 
mov* would be a Qs—iirl at face-saver and would prannrsa a power nouree vary 
necessary to the Manchuria® ecoaony.” 


3* da 6 Hovenber 19$0, National IntaUlgaasa Satina to No. 2 was 
Isousd on /the subject "Chinese Co—uniat Intervention In Karas”. This estinate 
atatsdt ■fhOsant Chinese Co—uniat troop strength in North Koran la estlaated 
at 30,000 to 1*0,000.", aadt "Present Chins so Co—uniat troop strength in 
Msaehiirla is estimated at 700,000. Of thin number there are at laaat 200,000 
regular field foroas. Thaos troop strengths, added to the forces already in 
Karan, are believed to make the Chinaae Co—uniat* capable eft (a) halting 
farther United Nations advance nort hwar d, through pJuseansal sennit—at of 
troops| or, (h) fbreing UN withdrawal to defensive positions farther south hy 
a powerful assault." 


ffciestl—to con tinued t "The objective of tha Chino so Oo—uniat 
intervention appears to be to halt tha advance of Chi ted Nations farces la 
Koregjjpd to keep a Chi— ragi— in being on Korean noil." 
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It further stated! "The Chinese Co—uniats than far retain full 
freedom of action with respect to Keren, nay are free to adjust their action 
in accordance with tha development of the situation. If the Chi—as Co—uniats 
wars to arossssd ia destroying the effect!— strength of «l farces la northern 
Karas, they w—Id purs— their advantage as far an possible. If the military 
situation is stabilised, they nay —11 consider that, with advantageous terrain 
sad tha onsat ihf winter, their far—s now in Key— are sufficient to accomplish 

their i—edUtigjpurpe—a•" 

' - ' ► 
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The nant to last paragraph of the eonolusio— ef this asti—te stated) 
"Tha Chi—so Communists, in intervening in Korea, have ae—pied a grave risk of 
reta l ia t ion and general war. They would probably ignore an ultima tun requiring 
th e ir withdrawal. If Chi— territory ways to ba attacked they would probably 

in full force." 
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/\»> the ooneluding paragraph of tha estimate on 6 Hot— bar itttodi 
fffte foot that both tho Chi— Co— uniota and tha USSR ha— aeeoptod an 
lnoraaaod risk of a go—1 oar indioatoa olthar that tho Kraal in la ready to 
faoo a ahowdoon with tha West at an oarlj data or that elreumatanooa have foread 
tb— to aocopt that rlak." 


Further, In the diaeuaaion portion of thla estimate published on 
6 lor—bar 1950, it was stated! "the Chi— Co—uniats could probably make 
available aa many aa 300,000 troopa within 30 to 60 days for sustained ground 
operationa in Korea and oould provide limited air support and some armor." 

k. on 2k How—her 1950, national Intelligenoe Estimate 2A, a review 
of the a abject "Chi— Co—uniat Intervention in Korea" in the light of new 
development# end new information was Issued. In its c o nol a ei —s this estimate 
stated] "Tho Chinos# Communists will simultaneously! 

a. maintain Chi—-North Korean holding operations in North Korea; 

» ♦ 

b. maintain or inereaoo their military strength in Manchuria; 

e. seek to obtain CM withdrawal from Korea by intimidation and 
diplomatic means. 


"In oa— of failure to obtain UN withdrawal by those mesas there 
mi fty bo increasing Chinese Intervention la Korea. At a minimum the Chinese 
will eonduot, on an increasing seals, unacknowledged operations designed to 
IsnHitn OH foroes in Korea, to subject th— to prolonged attriti—, and to 




n> 


aalntefcgth* sseblancs of a North Korean state in being. Available evidence 
is not eenelusive as to whether or not tho Chinese Co—uniats are as yet 
oo—ittee to a full-scale offoaelvs effort. Eventually they may undertake 
operations designed to bring about tho withdrawal of tJH foroes from for—. 

It la estimated that they do not have the military capability of driving the 
UN fores■ from the peninsula, but they do have tho capability of forcing then 
to withdrew te defensive positions for prolonged end inconclusive operations, 
vhlsh, the Communists might calculate, would lead to eventual UN withdrawal 


from Korea." 

> 


r -\I% should bo noted that tho above mentioned estimate (NIK 2/1) was 
publisli&ea 2k Nov—bar 1950, just two days before tho United Nations 
of Fsnslv—Ante North Korea and the resultant full-scale Chins so Co—uniat 
intervention. 
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